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The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea

Tobermory RNLI in late night shout to
iInjured skipper

Lifeboats News Release

Friday 25 August 2017

Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer crew were called out just before
midnight yesterday (Thursday 24th August) to assist a skipper
injured when his fishing boat grounded in the Sound of Mull.

RMNLI/'Sam Jones

Tobermory RNLI lifeboat on service

Tobermory RNLI's all-weather lifeboat, Elizabeth Fairlie Ramsey, was launched following a report from Stornoway Coastguard
that a 40 foot fishing boat had apparently ‘hit something’ in the Sound of Mull off Calve Island. On arriving at the scene, the
volunteer crew established that the vessel had grounded several times and that the skipper had sustained a head injury and
suspected broken rnbs. Fortunately, there was no evidence of any water ingress. Two RNLI volunteers went aboard the fishing
boat to administer casualty care to the man and the vessel was taken under tow by the lifeboat. The sea conditions were calm
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with a light wind.

On arrival at Tobermory harbour, the fishing boat was put safely alongside the pontoon and the skipper was transferred to the
care of the Scoftish Ambulance Service and taken to hospital. The lifeboat returned to station where she was refuelled and
made ready for service shortly before 2am on Thursday morning.

Tobermory RNLI Coxswain, David McHaffie said: “This has been a busy week so far for our volunteer crew. We have had three
shouts, two of which have been late at night, and a number of our crew have also been involved in operational assessments by
one of the RNLI's Divisional Assessor Trainers. It was fortunate last night that conditions in the Sound were calm and that the
fishing boat did not take on any water. We would like to wish the skipper a speedy recovery from his injuries.’

Notes to editors
Video of this service will be available in due course.

For further information, please contact Dr Sam Jones, Lifeboat Operations Manager on 07747601900 or email
samantha_jones@rnli.org.uk.

Key facts about the RNLI

The RNLI charity saves lives at sea. Its volunteers provide a 24-hour search and rescue service around the United Kingdom
and Republic of Ireland coasts. The RNLI operates over 238 lifeboat stations in the UK and Ireland and more than 240 lifeguard
units on beaches around the UK and Channel Islands. The RNLI is independent of Coastguard and government and depends
on voluntary donations and legacies to maintain its rescue service. Since the RNL| was founded in 1824, its lifeboat crews and
lifeguards have saved over 142 700 lives.

Learn more about the RNLI

For more information please visit the RNLI website or Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. News releases, videos and photos
are available on the News Centre.

Contacting the RNLI - public enquiries

Members of the public may contact the RNLI on 0300 300 9990 (UK) or 1800 991802 (Ireland) or or by email.
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